8 August 2010
RARE HONESTY FOR A SLIPPERY MOVEMENT
More than 70% of South Africans claim to be Christian. And that’s pretty much a standard statistic for most southern African countries. Churches are common in rural, southern Africa. I can think of three within a 10-minute walk from my house. The average church attendance in our area seems to be between 10-50 adults. 

However, the predominant kind of Christianity in the rural areas could make signs like the one in the attached picture. Because of apartheid in South Africa, this country has the greatest gap between the rich and poor. The unregenerate mind is always attracted to money more than the beauty of God in Christ, but those natural desires are especially pronounced in a context of poverty.
Furthermore, most of the churches in the villages do not follow a confession of faith or doctrinal statement. A pastor may use salvation terminology only to comment later about how Christians should have a standard of living similar to that of a king. Ultimately then, the real draw card for church attendance is healing from poverty, AIDS, and a hard life, not freedom from sin’s guilt. In an ironic sense, the rewritten verse in the attached photo was useful, because it clearly stated what is often left implicit. 
Add to this recipe a church membership that is not encumbered with church discipline, and you have a pretty good description of the average African indigenous church: prosperity gospel, no written doctrinal standards, and a lack of church discipline. If this is Christianity, then rural southern Africa is largely converted.

I have no patience with the prosperity non-gospel. The prosperity gospel encourages affections for Jesus because of money; Jesus’ Gospel encourages affections for Jesus because of his perfections and our sinfulness. 
Here’s a list of further problems with the prosperity gospel. 
1. It is not the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

2. It urges sinners to commit idolatry. 

3. It denies God’s sovereign purposes for pain as revealed in Scripture. 

4. It ignores Biblical teaching on wealth. 

5. It discourages logical thought about the Bible, a work ethic, sickness, economics, and politics. 

6. It inoculates people from hearing the truth because they think they already know Gospel. 

7. It has never been accepted in the Christian church until the 1980’s. 

8. It contradicts the lives of the many godly, but poor, believers in the Bible and history. 

SOME ENCOURAGING TESTIMONIES

The students returned about 6 days ago as classes resumed last Wednesday. There are 9 full time students and 3 more who are attending the night class in “Contemporary Christianity” (which contains a lengthy discussion and refutation of the prosperity gospel). 

Mike Sarireni, a Zimbabwean, second-year student testified that over the break he was asked to preach without notice. So he opened his Bible to one of the passages he had learned and marked at the college and told them “they needed to love Christ more than money or things.” 
After having grown in his comprehension of the Gospel, Verengerai Mavesere began a weekly Bible study at his church in Zimbabwe regarding the essential truths of salvation. Nearly 100 people came each week. 
PRINTING 

Recently, my friend Forrest McPhail remarked via e-mail that conversions often require months or even years of preparation before the interested sinner finally is prepared to follow Christ. Hoping to facilitate that process for the lost as well as build up the converted, Paul and I wrote and edited 100 questions and answers dealing with the foundational doctrines of Christianity. Stitched together in a 4 x 6 booklet, we sold our first two copies of the new Tsonga catechism today. We are very grateful for Godfrey Ngomane, the pastor of the Mashamba Baptist Church, for his invaluable editorial aid in correcting our Tsonga translation. Please pray that memorizing Bible doctrine will bring “awakened sinners” to the Savior. 
For a theological center,
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John 3:16 from the attached photo: “Jesus came on earth so that whosoever believes in Him should cease to be poor, but be forever wealthy.”  
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