9 June 2010
VILLAGE LIFE

After finishing a Bible study with Mzamani’s brother Oriel last week I started the 10 minute walk back to my house. The first of two roads that will take me home is about 12 feet wide and probably half a dozen or so people greeted me as I walked. Sometimes I have to stand aside for the occasional pickup truck. I passed the one home that is well-known for making traditional beer, and as always, the pair of 3 foot high speakers was out corroding the village with rap exported from America. Of the score of homes I pass, only a handful have mud-brick rooms. 

Turning off the road I traced my way back through the slightly overgrown path connecting the area my house is in with the other collection of 100 or so homes I was coming from. The creek is full because of the unusual amount of rain we had this year, but there are a few stones to help the traveler on this well-worn path. Most homes have corn and other vegetables growing in the yard along with the occasional bush or flowers. 

Kids seem to be everywhere, and these days you can usually hear them blasting plastic, one-tone trumpets starting from just after sunup because the World Cup starts tomorrow.

There is one nice cement road coming from the town about 30 minutes away running through our village and eventually connecting Mbhokota (where Paul lives) and then another 20 minutes to reach Bungeni (where Joel lives). Our house sits off the cement road about a quarter mile. 

Modern Africa still has dramatic poverty, but especially in South Africa the average person has running water, a cell phone, and too much interaction with the worst of Western culture. I am writing this because as I walked back from that Bible study, I wondered if a portrait in prose might help you to imagine our life and ministry a little better. Oh, and please remember Oriel Baloyi in prayer. 
HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKS
Richard Baxter was the most prolific writer of the English Puritans. As a pastor he took to personally visiting his church members to catechize them. In so doing, he was able to see many family members and friends come to Christ. In February I began reading one of his most famous books, The Reformed Pastor which takes a good 80 pages to explain why and how to catechize church members. So in April we started meeting in church members homes about once per month to study the questions and answers. If you are not familiar with catechisms, it is a serious of questions and answers that the students must learn by memory. For example: 
Q: Have I always been a Christian? 
A: No, I was born again when I repented and believed the Gospel. Mark 115
Our church members have responded well to this even enjoying their one hour per month. And we have had about 7 unconverted people consistently attending the catechism classes. Please pray for God to open hearts through this methodical tool. And if your pastor doesn’t have a copy of this wonderful book, get him one. 
EVENING DEVOTIONS
Akani, the 16-year old who was baptized in April, has been faithful at church for months now to both services. Recently his 70-year old grandmother (who is a regular visitor at our home) told us that he has begun leading family prayer time at his home. Back in 2006 Akani had come to our church for a few months, but then he quit. Without any warning last October he started attending again. He was converted in February and has been faithful since. Please pray for his growth. 

ACCREDITATION
The college will see its first graduating class in November, Lord-willing. We are striving to give the students an enduring, theological education while we pray that He will call many of them to the ministry. While we are still striving for accreditation with the SA Department of Education, we are attempting to build a network of Gospel-loving churches who would be willing to endorse the program and potentially support the students. Please pray that God would grant us continued growth with the students and wisdom as we plan. 
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