6 May 2012
FRESH FISH
“I began to be afraid because of my sin.” That was one of the lines of Musunguri’s testimony this morning as he stood to declare his faith in Christ before our congregation. His name means “one who begins or starts” and we have hope that this 18-year old has begun new life in Christ. He lives on the mountain near a few of our families who have been aggressive in bringing new people to the services. I requested prayer for him in March; and now for several months, this young man has come to the Bible study on Wednesday where we memorize verses and study our church’s catechism. He has also walked to our Friday youth and Sunday morning services. About a month ago, he and a friend started meeting with me each Monday after school. Last Monday, as they were getting ready to go, I asked if they had any questions to which he replied, “Can I give my testimony at church this Sunday?” 

“Not unless you’ve trusted in Christ,” I said. 

“Then I think I’m ready,” came the reply. 
About three weeks ago, a 16-year old girl also gave her testimony in the morning service that she was prepared to follow Christ. These two, Tinyiko and Musunguri, have a few things in common. They were both invited to church and encouraged to continue learning by fellow church members. On top of that, our church’s catechism was influential in the catching of both fish. Over weeks, they had time to learn the doctrine and memorize the verses that drew them to Christ. 

Please continue to pray for our church as we are presently studying how to evangelize in our Sunday morning Bible studies. Lord-willing, we will soon begin an official evangelism program at EBC. 

STILL IN THE LAKE, BUT NEAR THE BOAT
Those two aren’t the only fish we are trying to reel in. Two other young men have been actively striving to enter in at the narrow gate. Matimba is 18 years old and has been coming for about 5 months. Recently, he too purchased a catechism, and has been studying with Musunguri and me on Mondays. 

Last year Calvin attended our church for several months before losing interest, but we now have another historical personage attending our services. Hitler and I just finished our second Bible study this afternoon. He is the chief’s brother and a senior in high school. (Our ministry has also introduced us to other less common names: a neighbor named her son Saddam Hussein, and our church has a man named “Kill Me.”) 

Please pray for these young men to look at Christ with new eyes. This year we lost three of our strongest young men as they left for college. So, we would be especially encouraged if they were replaced with three others. 
THE BIG FISH GOT AWAY
I praise God for those who have been genuinely saved in the past few years at our church, but it is still very discouraging as we continue to labor for men. We presently have only four men on our membership roster, but none of them are able to attend because they live in other places due to work. If you would join us in prayer for God to prosper His church by adding adults we would be grateful. 
We often get discouraged at the meager response of adults, but just today, a close friend sent me this wonderful statement from David Brainerd. 

“It is remarkable that God began this work among the Indians at a time when I had the least hope, and, to my apprehension, the least rational prospect of, seeing a work of grace propagated amongst them… I began to entertain serious thoughts of giving up my mission; and almost resolved I would do so at the conclusion of the present year, if I had then no better prospect of special success in my work than I had hitherto had… I entertained these thoughts… purely through dejection of spirit, pressing discouragement, and an apprehension of its being unjust to spend money consecrated to religious use, only to civilize the Indians, and bring them to an external profession of Christianity.  This was all that I could then see any prospect of having effected… And yet this was the very season that God saw fittest to begin this glorious work in!  And thus He ‘ordained strength out of weakness,’ by making bare his almighty arm at a time when all hopes and human probabilities most evidently appeared to fail. – Whence I learn, that it is good to follow the path of duty, though in the midst of darkness and discouragement.” (David Brainerd)
Fishing for Men, 
