22 March 2012
GOD’S CAUSE

Following the example of a godly missionary in Cambodia, I’m copying an edited prayer below from The Valley of Vision, a collection of Puritan prayers and helpful aid for worship and devotion. Please pray for the work of God among the Tsongas as you read it. 
Sovereign God, 

Thy cause, not mine own, engages my heart, 

And I appeal to Thee with greatest freedom 

To set up Thy kingdom in every place in southern Africa where Satan reigns;

Glorify Thyself and I shall rejoice, 

For to bring honor to Thy name is my soul’s desire.

I adore Thee that Thou art God, 

And long that Tsongas should know it, feel it, and rejoice in it.

O that all men might love and praise Thee, 

That Thou mightest have all glory from the intelligent world!

Let sinners be brought to Thee for Thy dear name!

To the eye of reason everything respecting the conversion of Tsongas is as dark as midnight,

But Thou canst accomplish great things; 

The cause is Thine, and it is to Thy glory that men should be saved.

Lord, use me as Thou wilt, do with me what Thou wilt; 

But, O, promote Thy cause, 

Let Thy kingdom come, 

Let Thy blessed interest be advanced in this world!

O do Thou bring in great numbers to Jesus!

Let me see that glorious day, and give me to grasp for multitudes of souls; 

Let me be willing to die to that end; 

And while I live let me labor for Thee to the utmost of my strength, 

Spending time profitably in this work, 

Both in health and in weakness.

It is Thy cause and kingdom I long for, not my own. 

O, answer Thou my request!
Please pray for our church that a recent church discipline situation will ultimately cause the believers to be more firmly established in the faith. Some unconverted people have also been a witness to this situation including a young man named Musunguri. Rather than drive him away, it appears as if the way our church has handled this sin has drawn him closer to conversion. He and a friend have been faithful to our church for the last few months. 
Pray also for the success of the Gospel in Zimbabwe. Three of our students at LBI this year are from Zim, and we are hopeful that God will “bring in great numbers to Jesus” from this nation still reeling from an economic collapse. 
Recommitting ourselves to prayer, 
