4 March 2010
LIFE ORIENTATION
High schools in SA offer a class called Life Orientation that is still a little bit of a mystery to me. Supposedly they learn how to adjust from African rural life to modern life, but I can’t vouch for the curriculum. Until now. I asked the principals of some different schools if I could teach from the Bible how the students can be true successes. Positive words like “success” seem to carry a lot of weight. So every Thursday and some Fridays God has allowed me to teach multiple classes of 20-40 10th-12th graders. The first lesson was on the Protestant Work Ethic with each succeeding lesson spiraling closer and closer to the Gospel. 
So far, one young man has begun attending our Youth Bible studies and two more spoke with me about it today. Please pray on your Wednesday nights for ability to communicate smoothly in Tsonga and for a sometimes unruly group to receive wise instruction. 

IT’S BIBLE TIME

In 23 days the Elim Baptist Church will reach out into our community with a Neighborhood Bible Time crusade. We want to love children the way Christ did in Mark 10, and we have a settled confidence that he can save them. Please pray with us for the convicting call of the Holy Spirit to reach these children’s hearts. Our plan right now is to spread out the teaching between Amy and two church members in the class room, and myself and two more church members in a combined rally time. We are grateful to Larry Koontz and NBT for the ribbons and general support. Now if I could just find a Tsonga word for “booster.” 
Our prayers are directed in three ways, and we humbly request your prayer as well. 
1. See children converted. 

2. Provide the church members with a chance to labor in unity in teaching and evangelism. 

3. Make contacts with parents in the community at a Good Friday service April 2nd. 

And as a prelude to this ministry, last Monday two 11 year olds who have been in Amy’s class for months came to my house asking how to be saved. We are praying for men, and the Father sends them to us as seeds to be carefully tended as they grow. 
PEOPLE ON OUR MIND

Here’s a reminder of 
· Mzamani: He is the father of three children and husband of Murun’wa. Presently he is working about 5 hours away so we only see him once per month. He is growing in grace and every Saturday we connect briefly on the phone about a chapter of a book we are reading together. 

· Rudzani: He is a 24-year old who is now living in Johannesburg looking for work. In recent months he had really shown more commitment and interest in the church before heading off to the city for employment. Pray that he would not fall. 

· Siphiwe and Themba: Two boys around 20 years old who are now living in Johannesburg because of the schools there. Pray that they would resist temptation without the support structure of the church. 
· Mary: A new woman who has recently begun attending and has shown interest in church membership. After a Bible study Monday, I think she’s a believer. 

· Vincent: A young man staying in the village who has been absent from church for about 5 months now. He will have to be removed from membership if he does not respond the next time Mzamani and I visit him. 

· Akani and Acres: Two good-spirited teenage boys who consistently come to church and youth meetings, but are not ready to follow Christ. 

· Mercy: Between her job that now takes her away every Sunday, two kids, and problems at home, she is in need of prayer and Christian growth. 

Planting and watering,
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