20 February 2012
THE WEEKLY SLATE OF BIBLE STUDIES

Our ministerial week is divided between efforts for the college and the church, neither of which really overlap unfortunately. At Elim Baptist Church we meet Sunday morning from 9-12 and Friday as youth from 4-6. But there are also a string of Bible studies throughout the week that will hopefully strengthen believers and evangelize the lost. Please pray for the success of the Gospel as it is preached regularly at each of these venues.
1. Sunday evening at our house we host a men’s Bible study over the Baptist Confession of Faith (our church’s doctrinal statement). The study is in Tsonga, but the Confession is in English. Usually only three young men come. 

2. Wednesday evening at 5 pm Amy takes the bakkie (truck) to the top of the mountain near our house for a women’s Bible study. For an hour they practice a few catechism questions, memorize a verse, and pray together for grace to persevere and conversion of the lost. 

3. Thursday mornings at 10 am for the last year I’ve been meeting with Lawrence Shihlomule, our 40-year old neighbor, who is still counting the cost of conversion. 

4. Thursday afternoon at 3 pm there is an “orphan” care centre in a village a few kilometers from our house. This is the second year that I have taught there each week. From that outreach, one 15-year old boy has been coming fairly consistently to our church, and recently a spate of other children have joined him. 

5. Thursday afternoon at 4 pm Amy is carrying on Justice’s initiative for a kid’s club. She teaches a story, verses, and catechisms. In our village this evangelistic outreach is about 7 months old, and has produced 4 under 12 who have made professions of faith. I’ve got a great wife. 

FRUSTRATIONS FOR OUR FRIENDS
Our closest friends, as most of you will know, are Paul and Melinda Schlehlein who live on the other side of a mountain that separates our villages. It is hard to imagine teammates with whom we would agree more. But recently, they have been enduring a volley of frustrations that are in some respects characteristic of churchplanting, and in some respects unique to them. 
Their church, Mbhokota Baptist Church, recently purchased a stand of land for a future church site. However, after having followed all the proper channels, paying the money, and even organizing several work days for the land, the tribal authority is now demanding an extra, exorbitant “fee” from this group of believers. 
On top of that, two weeks ago, they received a letter from the pre-school they had been meeting in on Sundays telling them to find a new place. So their congregation has been forced to find a new meeting place. 
Though not a crisis in itself, recently, some believers from other churches in the area have been dishonest and refused to pay Paul for some books they purchased from him. Efforts at resolving this tension have only multiplied the tension. 

Then their home was burglarized. 

One of the attractive virtues about this couple is their desire not to talk about themselves, but I thought it would help some of you to pray for them in specific and missionaries in general if you read a brief account of some of their recent frustrations. 
Please pray for MBC’s church regarding their meeting place, pray for people to be converted through their ministries, and pray for the fruit of the Spirit among all the believers. 
FIVE INTERESTED BAPTISMAL CANDIDATES
One adult and four children are presently interested in baptism at EBC. As we are uncertain about the children’s conversions, we are teaching them the catechism and looking for evidence of faith before they are immersed. 

· Rinette is a mother who was converted some time ago, but has been unable to be baptized due to health and work. The women’s Bible study on Wednesday is presently held at her home, and she has been very interested in evangelism. 

· Takalani is an 11-year old girl who has been attending Amy’s Sunday school class for more than a year. Last Sunday she approached Amy for help with becoming a Christian. 
· Ripfumelo and Nomsa are 12 and 13 year olds respectively who were instructed by Justice and have been faithful for the last four months in church attendance. 
· Ntsako is a 9-year old boy with whom we’ve been working for nearly two years now. He’s a sharp and respectful young man. 
Please pray for this group that their calling and election might be made sure. 

Sowing and reaping,
