11 November 2010
PLANTING FLOWERS TO THE GLORY OF GOD
For over four years, my wife and I have been living in Makhongele village trying as many methods as we can think of (or borrow from our rather clever teammates) to start a Christ-centered church. Directly, we have hosted home Bible studies, evangelized door-to-door, cooked breakfast for teenage boys, printed the catechism you read about a few months ago, and a handful of other mildly effective techniques. 
Indirectly, a few other strategies have presented themselves as we try to grapple with the causes of the ongoing, omnipresent poverty in rural Africa. Through planting grass, flowers, and garden in our yard, we are hoping to send the message that personal and societal improvement comes through hard work and planning. Since the great majority of Africans want freedom from the ugliness of pervasive poverty, they may be attracted by this kind of obvious demonstration of a Christian view of beauty. Several of our neighbors have started planting grass as well, at least two of whom specifically said they got the idea from us. 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN
Another try at communicating a Christian worldview is our road project. The dirt road that leads to our house stretches a mere 500 yards from the cement road before reaching our plot. But there is a steep incline that becomes impassable during the rainy season. Though it’s a bit messy, we can climb it because have a 4x4 while the rest of the community struggles in the mud. So several months ago I began organizing bricks and other materials to fix the road ourselves—as a community, without government freebies. 

I printed out a chart where the community members could donate $7 per household to buy all the materials, and then we would all donate our hands as the workforce. Well, it wasn’t the pyramids of Egypt, but the picture shows a 50-meter stretch of cemented paving bricks that took three Saturdays for the community to lay. 
One week with tools in hand, I had the privilege of publicly explaining the Gospel to a group of men who have repeatedly turned me down for in-home studies. The conversation shocked me because it was unusually interactive; they were actually interested in asking questions. It helped that there was a “pastor” there from an African church who asserted early on that God is like a school teacher, he only expects us to get a 60-70% on the goodness test to pass the entrance exam to Heaven. That easy opening allowed the other men to listen to and participate in a dialogue about the law of God and His unflinching holiness. One of our church members was also working with us, and he was even able to interact with a few volleys. Because of that discussion, a neighbor of mine who has previously been disinterested in religion or Bible studies asked me privately about church, and we have a meeting set up as soon as I return from our family vacation. 
There are a few other ways we are trying to impact the community with a Christian worldview, but these two should give you a general flavor. I deny the social gospel (ie. The Good News is salvation from poverty, illiteracy, etc.), but I affirm that the Gospel does affect every aspect of society. And those effects may ultimately draw some to repent and believe in Christ. 
ONLINE
Thanks to the hard work of Paul and Melinda, the Limpopo Bible Institute now has a website online. Please check out www.lbi.org.za. A vision-casting church in Chariton, IA has invested money for a larger, more permanent building (the present building is also Paul and Melinda’s home), so please pray for wisdom and an increase of students. 

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MINI-MEYERS

Though Facebook has probably already done its job, we are thrilled that this coming April the worldwide shortage of Meyers’ will be one closer to being fixed. Amy is doing great so far, and we appreciate your prayers. 

With tools in hand,
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