8 January 2010
THE RESOLUTIONS OF TIYANI SHIHLOMULE

Last Thursday we organized a Christian New Year’s Party complete with soccer, food, and a time of reflection on Jonathan Edwards’ Resolutions. (See picture.) The 20 or so young men really responded as Paul explained 25 of Edwards’ 70 Resolutions written before the age of 21. Each man received a copy in both Tsonga and English, and to our delight the group seemed genuinely interested in them. 
Four days later without any external prompting or discussion, Tiyani, a 16 year old church member, showed up at my house with his own Resolutions. Here are a few of them. 

· I am resolved to use plenty of my time to know God and to have joy in loving him.
· I am resolved to use time wisely and if I don’t, I must cut my sleep time to cover the time which I have lost. 

· I am resolved to help my mother in a loving way and to pray deligently for the salvation of her. 

· I am resolved to work hard to become a Christlike character so that others may get saved through it. 

· I am resolved to doing my math and physics as soon as I gain new lessons I should memorize and practice them. 

· I am resolved to examine myself and whenever I see a weakness in me I should get rid of it as soon as possible. 

· I am resolved to do what I can with what I have where I am. 

· I am resolved not to let any entertainment get in the way of me and God or my schoolwork.

· I am resolved to evangelise at least one person a week. 
· I am resolved to stay humble and to know that I am only dust. 

· I am resolved to defend the gospel with all my might. 

If you have been praying for the Holy Spirit to save people, for young Christians to be solidified in their faith, or for God to raise up clear-thinking men, then I hope you will take some time to thank God for answering your prayers in this young man. And then continue to pray without ceasing for those whom the Father has entrusted to our care. Perhaps you might even want to choose 2-3 of these resolutions yourself for 2010.
NEW SERVICE
On Wednesday night 14 people gathered in the Mahungu’s nearly finished garage despite muddy paths brought on by the off and on rains. I taught about praying for things that will advance God's Kingdom and then we all wrote down the name of a lost loved one we could pray for. The Africans are very slow about offering prayer requests. In my entire time here (nearly 6 years) I may have heard 3 prayer requests offered publicly. So I usually come armed with requests to give the whole group. It worked last night. We prayed for about 17 minutes for unsaved relatives and sins that we need to gain victory over. Even 1 of the 6 adult visitors prayed. At times like that, it was rewarding to be a pastor. 

BEST BOOK OF 2009

After time for reflection, How Christianity Changed the World by Alvin Schmidt won the 2009 gold medallion from Meyers’ Memorial Library. Schmidt presents 14 categories of modern life and then examines how they have changed for the better because of Christianity. More than my mind was stirred as I worked through history and saw that practically every positive aspect of modern life had at least in part been birthed by a follower of Christ who made his particular contribution because of his devotion to Christ. For example, Johann Kepler as an act of service to God discovered the first three astronomical laws which formed the basis for modern astronomy. Let me know if this sparks your interest to get a copy.

A number of you have referenced praying for the four men I mentioned last month. I will update you when there is a change, but feel free to ask questions as well. 

Resolutely,
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